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Dear Dominic, 
 
I am contacting you regarding the ongoing concerns of British nationals stranded overseas. My office has 
received contacts from 26 constituents who are very concerned about how they will get home.  
 
This includes a number of older people and people with existing health conditions who are concerned 
about access to medication. My constituents have been contacting me from countries including Australia, 
on board the Zandaam cruise ship near Panama, the Philippines, India and Pakistan.  
 
All of their details have been provided to the Foreign and Commonwealth office (FCO). Many constituents 
are feeling overwhelmed and it is difficult to provide reassurance when my team and I are getting almost 
no information from the FCO hotlines other than being asked to check the website and twitter feeds for 
updates. Although some repatriation flights have taken place from Peru, China and Ghana many others 
have had little or no information from local consulates. This is in stark contrast to the reported 
interventions of other countries. One of my constituents was understandably left feeling aggrieved when 
Germany had arranged repatriation flights for their nationals in Goa, India, whilst he has been waiting for a 
substantive response from the British Government for over a week.  
 
Some constituents are also running out of funds to cover hotel accommodation, or even food, leaving them 
in a desperate situation. Others have paid for expensive flights only for them to be cancelled. This was the 
case with Pakistan International Airlines and Qatar Airways who announced additional flights from Pakistan 
to the UK. Tickets were purchased and then the flights were cancelled. The availability of these flights was 
promoted via the Foreign and Commonwealth Office twitter pages only to be corrected later. I understand 
this is a movable feast but it is leading to much confusion and upset as to what the British Government is 
doing to support its citizens. 
 
I welcome your announcement last night that the British Government is to charter flights to get British 
nationals home. Please can you confirm that this will cover all British citizens wishing to return to the UK? If 
not, what additional support will the FCO be providing, for example in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Defence, to arrange further repatriation flights? What negotiations are currently going on with nation 
states to access airspace and landing sites to get British nationals home as soon as possible? Until 
repatriation, what support is the Government providing to ensure that our citizens are safe and secure, 
with accommodation and essential provisions?  
 
I understand the logistical difficulties you may be experiencing but more, not less, information is essential 
in times like these.  I would be grateful for an urgent response and one which I can share with my 
constituents. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Debbie Abrahams MP 
Oldham East and Saddleworth 
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